DATABASES FOR SHABTIS OF THE MIDDLE KINGDOM
(c. 2125-1650 BC)

Kemehu
Kmh.w

t 33

Middle Kingdom, early 13th Dynasty

From Abydos, North Cemetery: North-east zone

Copyright © Glenn Janes — Version 1.1 (2026)






Kemehu

Alabaster with paste inlay

Middle Kingdom, early 13th Dynasty

From Abydos, North Cemetery: North-east zone

H. 13.5cm. W. 4.2 cm. D. 3.6 cm.

ex Emilé Brugsch Collection

Published: Mariette, A., Catalogue général des monuments d’Abydos découverts pendant les
fouilles de cette ville (Paris, 1880), p. 51 [no. 391]; Loret, V., ‘Les statuettes funéraires du Musée
de Boulaq,” RecTrav 4, (Paris, 1883), p. 113; Lange, H. O., & H. Schifer. H., Grab- und Denksteine
des Mittleren Reiches im Museum von Kairo. Vol. 2, Text zu No. 20400 - 20780. Catalogue
général des antiquités égyptiennes du Musée du Caire, nos. 2000/-20780 (Berlin, 1908), p. 355
(footnote 1); Aubert, |.—F. & Aubert, L., Statuettes Egyptiennes — Chaouabtis, Ouchebtis (Paris,
1974), p. 20; Simpson, W. K., The Terrace of the Great God at Abydos: The Offering Chapels of
Dynasties 12 and /3 (New Haven & Pennsylvania, 1974), pp. 20, 25 [ANOC 48.3]; Schneider, H.
D., Shabtis — An Introduction to the History of Ancient Egyptian Funerary Statuettes with A
Catalogue of the Collection of Shabtis in the National Museum of Antiquities at Leiden (Leiden,
1977), vol. | pp. 75 (footnote 74), 181; Franke, D., Personendarten aus dem Mittleren Reich
(20.-16. Jahrhundert v. Chr. - Dossiers [-796 AA 41 (Wiesbaden, 1984), p. 416 [no. 717];
Ricqules, Francois de., Archéologie — provenant des Collections Koutoulakis, Krief, Maspéro,
Brugsch—Pasha (2e partie) et a divers amateurs (Paris, 29th-30th September, 1997), lot 714;
Janes, G., Shabtis — A Private View. Ancient Egyptian funerary statuettes in European private
collections (Paris, 2002), pp. 3-5 [no. I]; Aubert, J.-F. & Aubert, L., Statuettes funéraires
égyptiennes du département des Monnaies, Médailles et Antiques (Paris, 2005), p. 16; Marée,
M., Edfu under the Twelfth to Seventeenth Dynasties: The monuments in the National Museum
of arsaw BMSAES 12 (London, 2009), p. 41; Franke, D. (ed. Marée, M.), £gyptian Stelae in the

British Museum from the 13th to I 7th Dynastiesvol. | (London, 2013), p. 173.

Exhibited: ‘Shabtis,” Cybele Gallery, Paris, 2003
‘Shabtis: Suspended Truth in Context,” The Manchester Museum, 2017
Antikenmuseum Basel und Sammlung Ludwig, 2007-2012

A mummiform funerary statuette wearing a plain tripartite
wig with fairly short lappets. The arms and hands are not
indicated in the modelling. The face is well carved and is round
in shape and has chubby cheeks. The eyes are well modelled
and there are traces of black paint on the upper and lower
eyelids and the eyeballs. The eyebrows are indicated by lightly
incised crescent—shaped lines. The nose is fairly broad and flat
with no indication of the nostrils. The mouth has quite thick
lips and wears a faint smile. There is a slight depression
between the lower lip and the chin. The ears are well defined
and protrude in front of the lappets of the wig. The back of the
figure is very gently shaped. The body of the statuette has
seven horizontal bands of an incised hieroglyphic inscription
that is filled with blue—green paste. The owner is named as the
Apprentice Hall-keeper of the Kitchen,! Kemehu,2 son of
Pepi,3 born to Petu.4

The title Apprentice Hall-keeper of the Kitchen (iry-C.¢
sb3.y n .t hnk.t) suggests that Kemehu was a palace official
although the title is subject to differing translations. For
example, Marée (see below) reads it as Doorkeeper and
Instructor of the Chamber of Incoming goods.s Cerny reads the
sb3.y element of the title as ‘star’ thus suggesting Kemehu was an
Astronomer on the Roof of the Palace.6 Ermand & Grapow

translate the same element as Apprentice.” Aubert & Aubert,
after Yoyotte, suggest Guardian and Astronomer of the
Chamber of Offerings,8 while Tiano reads the title as the
Timekeeper and Attendant of the Offering Chamber.?

This important figure is among the earliest surviving funerary
statuettes. It was excavated at Abydos by Auguste Mariette in the
‘Nécropole du Nord — zone du nord-est’ in the late 1800s and
published by him in 1880.10 It is not known whether Mariette
himself found the figurine as unfortunately he did not write full
accounts of his excavations. He often left the site, leaving one of
his assistants or the local sebbakhin in charge.

Mariette comments that the funerary statuettes from
Abydos are few in number. Eighteen examples are recorded in
his publication of which nine are illustrated (for a compilation,
see Appendix).!! However, it should be noted that of these
eighteen examples only nine actually date from the Middle
Kingdom, the others are New Kingdom in date.

Although funerary statuettes were often placed in pairs in
tombs during the Middle Kingdom, no other figure for Kemehu
is recorded. It is not known if it was found in a model coffin as
was sometimes the custom at this date. The figure may be
considered to be an extra—sepulchral funerary statuette as no
tomb is known for Kemehu. Many individuals made pilgrimages



to Abydos since it was reputed to be the burial place of Osiris
and thus was the most important religious centre in Egypt during
the Middle Kingdom. It was quite common for owners to deposit
such statuettes together with stelae in offering—chapels. With
their votive deposits, the people would hope to be able to
participate in the festivals of Osiris posthumously. Schneider
writes: ‘[the deceased] wished to be present on those very
locations [e.g. Abydos] where he might be able to influence any
decisions to be taken by the Lords of the Hereafter regarding the
necessities of the life in the beyond.’12

The inscription on this statuette is unique. It is not
inscribed with the offering formula that is found on several
figures from this date, or Chapter 6 of the Book of the Dead,
which was becoming the customary text on shabtis. Instead, the
figure is inscribed with a resurrection text, which, unlike
Chapter 6 of the Book of the Dead, likens the deceased to Horus
rather than Osiris.

An interesting feature regarding the inscription is the use
of mutilated hieroglyphs. Those of the birds and a single
hieroglyph depicting a human figure are depicted with their
legs missing. Hieroglyphs had the same capability as figures in
funerary scenes to come into 3—dimensional reality by magic.
Mutilation of those depicting dangerous or malevolent
creatures rendered them incapable even if they came to life.
Other funerary statuettes with mutilated hieroglyphs, complete
with model coffins in which they were placed, have been
excavated at Lisht by the Metropolitan Museum of Art
Egyptian Expedition. These belong to the Hall-Keeper of the
Palace, Bener (model coffin MMA 11.151.763: shabti MMA
44.4.5 — see Fig. 1) and the Royal Adherent, Wahneferhotep

(model coffin MMA 14.3.69 A-B: shawabti MMA 14.3.70 —
see Fig. 2). Both are further examples of extra—sepulchral
funerary statuettes. These have been dated to the late 12th or
early 13th Dynasty.13 According to Peter Dorman, the custom
of writing mutilated hieroglyphs in the late Middle Kingdom
began towards the end of the 12th Dynasty during the second
half of the reign of Amenemhet III.14 Such hieroglyphs are first
evident on the altar and coffins of Neferu—Ptah, daughter of
Amenemhet III, from Lisht. The idea evidently spread to
Abydos. There are several other examples of statuettes with
mutilated hieroglyphs that are from Abydos. These include
those for the Retainer, Renseneb (London BM EA 49343915 and
Brussels MRAH E.322810)16 and the Steward of the Divine
Offerings, Ipu (Chiddingstone EDECC:01.0322) — see Figs.3a—
e

Kemehu himself is also known from a statuette that is to
be found in the Cairo Museum that is described as being made
of dark brown stone, probably greywacke. Also coming from
the Necropolis of the North at Abydos the statuette shows
Kemehu sitting with his legs tucked underneath (CG 482 — see
Fig. 4).18 His hands face downwards and are resting on the top
of his thighs. On his head Kemehu wears a voluminous plain
shoulder—length wig that leaves his ears exposed. The upper
eyelids are modelled in raised relief and the eyes are almond-
shaped. His face has prominent cheek bones. He wears a long
wrap—over kilt that is tied under his right breast. The statuette
bears an incised inscription on the front of the kilt comprising
three vertical columns and one horizontal band and with a
further horizontal band that extends along the front of a
trapezoidal-shaped base upon which Kemehu is seated. He has



Fig. 1. Shabti (alabaster with traces of blue pigment)and model coffin (wood with yellow and black paint) for Bener (MMA 44.4.5 & 11.151.763a, b).
(Courtesy of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York).

Fig. 2. Shawabti (wood with gold foil and blue/black paint) and coffin (wood with gold foil and black and blue paint) of Wahneferhotep (MMA 14.3.70 & 14.3.69a, b).
(Courtesy of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York).



Funerary statuettes for Renseneb (London BM EA 49343 & Brussels MRAH E322810) and Ipu (Chiddingstone EDECC:01.0322).
(Courtesy of the Trustees of the British Museum, London, VB and GJ)).

the title Apprentice Hall-keeper of the Kitchen and the name
and title of his mother — the Lady of the House, Petu. The
inscription mentions Horus the Beheditite who was the god of
the midday sun. He was revered at Edfu.

Three stelae are known for Kemehu. One from Abydos is to
be found in the Cairo Museum (CG 20725 — see Fig. 6).19 Made
of limestone, the stela has six rather poorly defined registers with
scenes including Kemehu sitting on a low—backed chair with the
legs in the form of the front and hinds legs of a lion. Before him
is an offering table and with four men with their right legs
advanced bringing offerings. Other registers shows scenes in a
slaughter yard and the roasting of meat and geese, scenes from a
brewery, shepherds, harvesting and the making of cakes.

Fig. 4. A seated statuette of Kemehu in the Cairo Museum (CG 482).
(Simpson, W. K., The Terrace of the Great God at Abydos: The Offering Chapels of
Drynasties 12 and 13 (New Haven & Pennsylvania, 1974), pl. 66 [ANOC 48.2]).
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An offering that the King gives to Osiris, Foremost of the
Westerners, the great god, Lord of Abydos; to Horus, the
Beheditite; and to Isis, the Great, the mother of Horus, that they
may grant the sweet breath of life for the Apprentice Hall-keeper of

Fig. 6. A stela for Kemehu in the Cairo Museum (CG 20725).
(Simpson, W. K., The Terrace of the Great God at Abydos: The Offering Chapels of

the Kitchen, Kemehu, born to the Lady of the House, Petu, justified. Dynasties 12 and 13 (New Haven & Pennsylvania, 1974), pl. 66 [ANOC 48.1]).
Fig. 5. The inscription on the statuette for Kemehu in the Cairo
Museum ((CG 482) after Borchard, L., Statuen und Another stela that is also from Abydos is to be found in the
Statuetten von Kénigen und Privatleuten im Museum von Cairo, British Museum (EA 506 — see Fig. 7).20 Ma de of black granite,

vol. 2 (Berlin, 1925) p. 63.



this rectangular stela is crudely worked with inscriptions on all
four sides as well as the top. The main scene on one of the wider
sides shows two seated figures facing each other. On the left is
Kemehu and on the right is Sa—hi with an offering table in
between. Marée and Franke suggest that Kemehu had no wife or
son and therefore, rather than being a family member, Sa—hi,
who was a Lector—priest, probably officiated in the rituals at the
cenotaph chapel of Kemehu at Abydos.

Fig. 7.

A stela for Kemehu in the British Museum (EA 506).
(© The Trustees of the British Museum).

A third stela for Kemehu was found in Edfu in a so—called
deposit room in a 6th Dynasty mastaba that belonged to a
certain Isi. Made of limesone, it is rather fine and now to be
found in Warsaw (NMW 141263 — see Fig. 8).21 With the
title of Doorkeeper of the Chamber of incoming goods,
Kemehu is seated upon a low—backed chair with the legs in
the form of the front and hinds legs of a lion. Under the chair
the name of Kemehu’s brother is given as Hor-Ra. He has no
title but his name is also found on the stela that is to be found
in London (BM EA 506) where he has the title of Chamber—
Keeper of the Palace. Before Kemehu is a low table piled with
long loaves of bread. Beneath the table is an ointment jar
with a flaring top. Further offerings including lettuce, bread,
meat and poultry are shown placed on two mats above the
table. Marée suggests that this stela is Kemehu’s earliest
surviving object in view of the lesser title of Door—keeper of
the Chamber of incoming goods, as opposed to Chamber—
keeper as noted on the other stela, which are therefore
presumed to be later testaments to Kemehu'’s career.

With the exception of the funerary statuette under
discussion, there are no mutilated hieroglyphs in the inscriptions
on any of the other objects related to Kemehu. This particular
palaeography is unique to this figurine.

A stela for Kemehu in Warsaw (MNW 141263).
(© The University of Warsaw).

Fig. 8.
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Mariette’s illustration of funerary statuettes from Abydos that he attributes to the 13th Dynasty (Mariette, A., Catalogue général des monuments

d’Abydos découverts pendant les fouilles de cette ville (Paris, 1880) op. p. 48.

The funerary statuettes illustrated by Mariette and a compilation of those that to be found on display in the Cairo Museum.
(Courtesy of VB and GJ).



Comments and bibliography of Mariette’s funerary statuettes that he dates to the 13th Dynasty.
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pp. 187-188 CG 47641 as 30th Dynasty(!); Schneider, H., Shabtis — An Introduction to the History of Ancient Egyptian Funerary Statuettes with A Catalogue of
the Collection of Shabtis in the National Museum of Antiquities at Leiden 3 vols. (Leiden, 1977) vol. 1 p. 180, vol. 3 Fig. 19 as 13th Dynasty; Moje, J., ‘Uschebtis
mit hz—Vasen — Zeugnisse sich wandelnder Bedeutung altiéigyptischer Totenstatuetten,” CdE 83 (Brussels, 2008) p. 10.
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RecTrav 4 (Paris, 1883), p. 94 1/3, as 13th Dynasty; Newberry, P. E., Funerary Statuettes and Model Sarcophagi — Catalogue Général des Antiquités Egyptiennes du
Musée du Caire 3 vols. (Cairo, 1930-57) p. 178, pl. XII CG 47619 as Intermediate Period; Schneider, H., Shabtis — An Introduction to the History of Ancient
Egyptian Funerary Statuettes with A Catalogue of the Collection of Shabtis in the National Museum of Antiquities at Leiden 3 vols. (Leiden, 1977) vol. 1 p. 180, vol.
3 Fig. 19 as 13th Dynasty.

Mariette, A., Catalogue général des monuments d’Abydos découverts pendant les fouilles de cette wille (Paris, 1880) p. 49 [no. 386 — see Fig. 1 [no. 3 — for the Child
of the Inner Palace, Seneb, limestone, 16.5 cm in height]]; Newberry, P. E., Funerary Statuettes and Model Sarcophagi — Catalogue Général des Antiquités
Egyptiennes du Musée du Caire 3 vols. (Cairo, 1930-57) pp. 178-179 CG 46721 as 18th Dynasty.

Mariette, A., Catalogue général des monuments d’Abydos découverts pendant les fouilles de cette ville (Paris, 1880) p. 49 [no. 387 — see Fig. 1 [no. 4 — for Iby, born
to the Lady of the House, Iby, black granite, 14 cm in height]]; Loret, V., ‘Les statuettes funéraires du Musée de Boulaq,” RecTrav 4 (Paris,1883), p. 93 1/2, as
13th Dynasty; Newberry, P. E., Funerary Statuettes and Model Sarcophagi — Catalogue Général des Antiquités Egyptiennes du Musée du Caire 3 vols. (Cairo, 1930~
57) p. 178, pl. XII CG 47620 as black serpentine and Intermediate Period; Schneider, H., Shabtis — An Introduction to the History of Ancient Egyptian Funerary
Statuettes with A Catalogue of the Collection of Shabtis in the National Museum of Antiquities at Leiden 3 vols. (Leiden, 1977) vol. 1 p. 181, vol. 3 Fig. 19 as 13th
Dynasty; Moje, J., ‘Uschebtis mit iz—Vasen — Zeugnisse sich wandelnder Bedeutung altégyptischer Totenstatuetten,” CdE 83 (Brussels, 2008), p. 10.

Mariette, A., Catalogue général des monuments d’Abydos découverts pendant les fouilles de cette ville (Paris, 1880) pp. 49-50 [no. 388 — see Fig. 1 [no. 5 — for the
Second God’s Servant of Amen, Sa—Mut, basalt, 11 cm in height]]; Newberry, P. E., Funerary Statuettes and Model Sarcophagi — Catalogue Général des
Antiquités Egyptiennes du Musée du Caire 3 vols. (Cairo, 1930-57) pp. 67, pl. XII CG 46539 as reddish-black serpentine, mid—18th Dynasty; Petrie, W. M. F.,
Shabtis (London, 1935), pl. XVIII; Helck, W., Urkunden der 18. Dynastie vol. 21 Urkunden des #gyptischen Altertums (Berlin, 1958) p. 1950 [no. 733.4];
Schneider, H., Shabtis — An Introduction to the History of Ancient Egyptian Funerary Statuettes with A Catalogue of the Collection of Shabtis in the National Museum
of Antiquities at Leiden 3 vols. (Leiden, 1977) vol. 1 p. 189 as 18th Dynasty.

Mariette, A., Catalogue général des monuments d’Abydos découverts pendant les fouilles de cette wille (Paris, 1880) pp. 52-53 [no. 394 — see Fig. 1 [no. 6 — for
Ahmose, wood, 18.5 cm in height]]; Newberty, P. E., Funerary Statuettes and Model Sarcophagi — Catalogue Général des Antiquités Egyptiennes du Musée du
Caire 3 vols. (Cairo, 1930-57) pp. 21— 22, pl. X CG 46566 as 18th Dynasty; Schneider, H., Shabtis — An Introduction to the History of Ancient Egyptian
Funerary Statuettes with A Catalogue of the Collection of Shabtis in the National Museum of Antiquities at Leiden 3 vols. (Leiden, 1977) vol. 1 p. 186 as early 18th
Dynasty.

Mariette, A., Catalogue général des monuments d’Abydos découverts pendant les fouilles de cette ville (Paris, 1880) p. 54 [no. 396 — see Fig. 1 [no. 7 — for Ptah—
senefer, limestone, 24 cm in height]; Loret, V., ‘Les statuettes funéraires du Musée de Boulaq,” RecTrav 4 (Paris,1883), p. 94 1/4; Newberry, P. E., Funerary
Statuettes and Model Sarcophagi — Catalogue Général des Antiquités Egyptiennes du Musée du Caire 3 vols. (Cairo, 1930-57) p. 182, pl. XII CG 47629 as 17th or
early 18th Dynasty; Schneider, H., Shabtis — An Introduction to the History of Ancient Egyptian Funerary Statuettes with A Catalogue of the Collection of Shabtis in
the National Museum of Antiquities at Leiden 3 vols. (Leiden, 1977) vol. 1 p. 181, vol. 3 Fig. 19 as 13th Dynasty.

Mariette, A., Catalogue général des monuments d’Abydos découverts pendant les fouilles de cette ville (Paris, 1880) p. 55 [no. 398 — see Fig. 1 [no. 8 — anonymous
(name space left blank), limestone, 23.5 cm in height]]; Newberry, P. E., Funerary Statuettes and Model Sarcophagi — Catalogue Général des Antiquités
Egyptiennes du Musée du Caire 3 vols. (Cairo, 1930-57) p. 107, pl. XV CG 47229 as 18th Dynasty; Schneider, H., Shabtis — An Introduction to the History of
Ancient Egyptian Funerary Statuettes with A Catalogue of the Collection of Shabtis in the National Museum of Antiquities at Leiden 3 vols. (Leiden, 1977) vol. 1 p.
204, vol. 3 Fig. 24 as 19th Dynasty.

Mariette no. 9 is a mystery as it does not appear to be mentioned by number in the text.
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